
Lesson – Sedimentary Rocks

THE FOLLOWING VIDEO HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR 
ALL AUDIENCES

BY THE EARTH SCIENCE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA , INC

THE VIDEO HAS BEEN RATED

I
INTELIGENT

UNDER 15 REQUIRES TEACHER 
ASSISTANCE

STRONG EARTH SCIENCE LANGUAGE, DETAILED 
DIAGRAMS, AND SUPER AWESOMENESS



• I can name how a sedimentary rocks form

• I can describe the three different types 
of sedimentary rocks

• I can describe characteristics of 
sedimentary rocks



Sedimentary Rocks

• Rocks that form from other rocks or 
sediments

Fun Rock Fact

70% of all rocks found on 
Earth are sedimentary 

rocks!

Sediments = Clasts

http://library.thinkquest.org/J002289/meta.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/J002289/meta.html


Formation

• form from some 
kind of weathering

• Most form under 
water



Compaction

• When sediments are compressed together

What is compaction?



Cementation

• When clasts (sediments) are glued or 
cemented together forming a clastic rock

What do you think cementation is?

A clastic sedimentary rock is a rock that is 
largely composed of solid sediments

For example:

Sandstone Conglomerate Shale



• I can name how a sedimentary rocks form

• I can describe the three different types 
of sedimentary rocks

• I can describe characteristics of 
sedimentary rocks



Organic Process

Bioclastic sedimentary rock is any rock made by 
living things

Fossil Limestone 



Chemical Action
• When minerals 

dissolved in liquid 
crystals from chemical 
precipitates (drop out) 
& evaporites form …

Chemical sedimentary rocks which are crystalline
masses of inter-grown mineral crystals

http://yasui.anjiro.com/~anjiro/pictures/2004_europe/misc/07030056.jpg
http://yasui.anjiro.com/~anjiro/pictures/2004_europe/misc/07030056.jpg


• I can name how a sedimentary rocks form

• I can describe the three different types 
of sedimentary rocks

• I can describe characteristics of 
sedimentary rocks



Sedimentary Rock Characteristics

• Most are made of clasts which are usually…
– rounded from weathering

– Sorted by size

– Layered

 Siltstone –
particles are 
well sorted 



• Fossils – any evidence 
of former life

• Features like – mud 
cracks or rain drops 
showing that they formed 
at Earth’s solid surface

↑ Mud cracks

 Rain drops



• I can name how a sedimentary rocks form

• I can describe the three different types 
of sedimentary rocks

• I can describe characteristics of 
sedimentary rocks



ESRT Pg 7



ESRT Pg 7

According to ESRT, inorganic land derived sediments are 
classified on the basis of



ESRT Pg 7

According to ESRT which type of sedimentary rock 
contains the greatest range of particle sizes?



ESRT Pg 7

According to ESRT which sedimentary rock could form as 
a result of evaporation?



• I can name how a sedimentary rocks form

• I can describe the three different types 
of sedimentary rocks

• I can describe characteristics of 
sedimentary rocks

• I can use the Sedimentary Rock Chart 


